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ALA an online digital resource

Royal bluebell (Wahlenbergia gloriosa)

Gang-gang cockatoo (Callocephalon fimbriatum)



So why bother with literature?



Some personal background



Bird(watch)ing



Branching out



Getting started with moths



Recording moths



Getting more engaged



Part of a growing community

ukmoths – 939 members ukmicromoths – 384 members

ukleafminers – 123 members hantsmoths – 223 members



Community-driven content



Completely new audience



Another example - hoverflies

uk-hoverflies – 317 members



So what?

• Information on biodiversity can drive a feedback loop
– Information enables amateurs to study wildlife
– Amateur study brings new data and new information

• Occurrence data
• Photographs
• Web sites
• New literature
• Enhanced capacity to understand and protect

• Published literature is key to this loop
– Currently often hard to access
– BHL is a way to make these resources available to all
– Digital literature is central to the ALA strategy



The Council of Heads of Australian 
Faunal Collections (CHAFC)

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Entomological Collections (CHAEC) 

The Atlas is funded by the 
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The Australian Microbial Resources 
Research Network (AMRRN) 

The Council of Heads of Australasian 
Museum Directors (CAMD) 

The Atlas of Living Australia Participants
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