
Hooded Plover
Rare and threatened

Spur-winged Plover 
or Masked Lapwing
Common and swooping



Hooded Plover
Rare and threatened in Eastern Australia.

A coastal bird nesting exclusively on ocean beaches 
above the high tide mark, including dunes and estuaries.

Small bird, 19–21 cm long.

Shy, often seen running quickly across the sand, leading 
people out of their nesting area; may pretend to have a 
broken wing.

Spur-winged Plover (or Masked Lapwing)

Common and abundant.

Found in many habitats, nesting in the open in 
fields, backyards, footy ovals or on roofs.

Medium bird, 33–38 cm long.

Loud, often swoops when nesting to protect its 
eggs or chicks.


