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The Atlas of Living Australia 

•  Purpose: To develop an authoritative, freely 
accessible biodiversity data management system. 
 

•  17 partners in the project:  

The Council of Heads of Australian Faunal 
Collections (CHAFC) 

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Entomological Collections (CHAEC)  

The Council of Heads of Australasian 
Collections of Microorganisms (CHACM)  

The Council of Australasian Museum 
Directors (CAMD)  
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The ALA is! 

The Atlas of Living Australia is a 
national initiative to bring together 
information, and in particular 
research data, on Australian 
biodiversity, including all plants, 
animals, fungi and microorganisms 
found on the Australian continent 
and surrounding waters. 
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The ALA website now 

•  The ALA website features: 
–  Over 7,000 species pages, including descriptions 
–  Over 23 million occurrence records 
–  Distribution maps and environmental data 
–  Photos 
–  Identification tools 
–  Digital literature. 

•  Coming soon 
–  Molecular data  
–  Species interaction data. 
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Building on the work of others 

! and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility, Catalogue of Life, Encyclopedia of Life, Biodiversity Heritage Library, 
Barcode of Life Database, Ocean Biogeographic Information System, Morphbank, Taxonomic Databases Working Group, etc.  



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

Specimens 
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ALA homepage 
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Local and regional information 
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Collection data – Queensland 
Museum 
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Distribution of records for 
Rainbow Bee-eater 



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

About the records for the Rainbow 
Bee-eater 
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Distribution of Greater-gliders 
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Species page - Brolga 
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Species page – Short-beaked 
Echidna 
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Species page - Common Wombat 
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Biodiversity in Schools 
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Urban Biodiversity –  
Wild Backyards 



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

Trial projects with Great Eastern 
Ranges Initiative 
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Trial projects with Great Eastern 
Ranges Initiative 
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Trial projects with Great Eastern 
Ranges Initiative 
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Biodiversity Heritage Literature 
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Australian Butterfly 
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Australian biodiversity –  
Butterfly egg 
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Australian Moths at the Australian 
National Insect Collection (ANIC) 
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Recently discovered Wasp 



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

Australian and PNG Moths and 
butterflies at ANIC 



The Atlas is funded by the  
Australian Government under the 
National Collaborative Research 

Infrastructure Strategy 
and further supported by the  

Super Science Initiative of the 
Education Investment Fund 

The Atlas of Living Australia Participants 

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Faunal Collections (CHAFC) 

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Entomological Collections (CHAEC)  

The Council of Heads of Australasian 
Collections of Microorganisms (CHACM)  

The Council of Australasian Museum 
Directors (CAMD)  


