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Overview 

•  An introduction to the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) 

•  The ALA’s Citizen Science project 

•  The ALA’s Citizen Science solution 

•  Where to from here? 

•  Questions 

•  Demo at morning tea 



Atlas of Living Australia 

•  Australian Government funding to June 2012 

•  Mission 
–  To develop an authoritative, freely accessible 

distributed and federated biodiversity data 
management system 

•  Working in a range of areas to deliver this, all 
around the ALA web site: 

www.ala.org.au  



Atlas of Living Australia 

•  Integrated picture of Australia’s biodiversity 
–  Plants, animals and microorganisms 
–  Marine and terrestrial 
–  Native and non-native 

•  Information and tools to support: 
–  Species identification 
–  Taxonomic and collection management 
–  Biosecurity 
–  Conservation and land-use management 
–  Ecological and agricultural research 
–  Education 



Atlas of Living Australia 



ALA and Citizen Science 



ALA and Citizen Science 

•  Undertook a review of the citizen science projects 
that were running in late 2009, and further user 
needs analysis in 2010 

•  Developing flexible, open source web-based (and 
mobile-compatible) software that will enable a wide 
range of parties to record and manage records of 
Australian biodiversity 

•  Software is called the “Biological Data Recording 
System” (BDRS) and has been in development for 
close to a year 



BDRS in action 

•  Deployed in several production web sites now… 



Administration and Preferences 

Species Management Form Builder 

Record 
Observation 

Review 
Observation 

Field Guide Identification 
Tool 

Data Store 

Observational 
Data 

Species Profile 
Data 

Data Store 

Record Record 

BDRS in action 



BDRS in action 

•  How does it work?  Here’s three examples of how 
you might want to use it. 

Decide on 
Project fields 
and scope 

Build a form 
in the BDRS 

Publish it to 
the site 

Register with 
the site 

Choose a 
Project 

Contribute a 
sighting 

Log into the 
site 

Review a 
Project 

Download 
Data 



BDRS in action 

Decide on 
Project fields 
and scope 

Build a form 
in the BDRS 

Publish it to 
the site 



BDRS in action 

•  The BDRS handles different types of forms… 



BDRS in action 

Register with 
the site 

Choose a 
Project 

Contribute a 
sighting 



BDRS in action 

•  The BDRS can also accept bulk uploads… 



BDRS in action 

Log into the 
site 

Review a 
Project 

Download 
Data 



BDRS in action 

•  The BDRS can also allow for thresholds to notify you 
of a special case… 



BDRS in action 

•  We have a range of permissions in the software to 
allow data to be controlled for an individual record, 
a project, or a portal – internally and externally. 

Record 1 

Record 3 

Record 2 

Record 5 

Record 4 

Project A 

Project B 

Portal “Hold” 

“Threshold” record 

“Secure” project 

“Private” portal 



•  To run an instance of the BDRS there are several 
requirements… 

•  …all of which are actually in place with Birds 
Australia under the current support from the ALA 

Server 

Where to from here? 
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Where to from here? 

•  You could set up a joint project such as the 
Important Bird Areas surveys and test using the BA 
implementation of the BDRS software 

•  We can set up a version of the software that will 
“re-skin” the forms for each project or even each 
group that sets up a project 

•  We can provide materials and so on to help you get 
set up as we develop them – helped by Birds 
Australia staff who have had two training sessions 
from Gaia Resources and the ALA 



Want to see it in action? 

•  Demonstrations of the software can be done at 
morning tea and lunchtime  

•  You can access our “staging” server yourself to get 
a feel for the software and how it works: 

•  http://ba.gaiaresources.com.au/ 
–  Login as user/password 
–  Login as admin/password 

•  Please note: as this is a “staging” server, it may not 
be available 24/7 
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