ABOUT BARCODING BY PROFESSOR ANDY LOWE

Prof. Lowe is Director of the Australian Centre for Evolutionary Biology and Biodiversity at the University of Adelaide, and Chair of the organising committee for the IBOL Conference. 
The 4th International Barcode of Life Conference will be held at the University of Adelaide, and in partnership with the Consortium of the Barcode of Life, between November 30th 2011 and December 3rd 2001.  
____________________________
DNA Barcoding is an exciting new tool for biodiversity discovery and description which utilises standard regions in the genome of animals, plants and microbes to provide a species identity rapidly, cheaply and with absolute certainty.

The International Barcode of Life Conference is an important strategy to promote partnerships which will enable the international scientific and policy community to better understand, quantify and manage their biodiversity.

While initially developed as a specimen identification tool for research, DNA Barcoding is helping achieve real-world goals:
· Pest and Weed ID and Control

DNA Barcoding can identify pests and weeds in any life stage, making it easier to control them. A global project is assisting with the control of Fruit Flies through providing border inspectors with a new tool to identify and stop Fruit Flies at the border.

· Environmental Impact Assessment 
Companies and consultants can use barcoding to more rapidly survey biodiversity for environmental impact assessment. Once operations have begun, plant and animal diversity can be monitored and compared against this baseline, providing solid evidence of ‘before and after’ conditions.
· Mosquito Reduction for Public Health
A global Mosquito Barcoding initiative is helping public health officials to control this important disease vector more effectively and with less reliance on insecticides.


Monitoring Illegal Trade

· Over-harvesting of natural resources such as fish and hardwoods is leading to species depletion, extinction and economic collapse of industries that rely on them. Barcoding is supporting the monitoring of illegal trade and therefore improving the management of important natural resources.
· Water Quality Assessments
Environmental agencies can use Barcoding to improve their water quality assessments, and to create and enforce better policies that ensure sustainable supply of safe drinking water.

“DNA Barcoding, and its applications are evolving at an extraordinary rate. You can’t appreciate the creativity and excitement through publications and the media. The community is still small enough to interact effectively at the barcode conference where new projects and initiatives will take shape.  I expect the conference to launch barcoding in Australia onto a much higher level of activity”.

From David Schindel, Executive Secretary of the Consortium for the Barcode of Life (CBOL), based in Washington, DC, USA.
Delegate and scientific abstract registration is now open at www.DNAbarcodes2011.org.

Sign up before it’s too late (abstract deadline 15th June)
