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Atlas of Living Australia 

•  Making Australia’s biodiversity information more 
accessible and useable online. 

 

•  An online directory of all living things in Australia. 
 

•  Mission 
– To develop an authoritative, freely accessible, 

distributed and federated biodiversity data 
management system. 

 

•  A huge array of information on Australia’s 
biodiversity, accessible through a single website.  
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Integrating it all 
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Atlas site homepage 
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Building on the work of others 
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25 million+ occurrence records 
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25 million+ occurrence records 
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A single occurrence record 
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Records from biological 
collections 
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Search results can refine 
http://bie.ala.org.au/search?q=Eremophila+alternifolia 
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Records from field observations 

ScientificName:  Porela delineata 
Family:   Lasiocampidae 
Locality:   Black Mountain 
State:   ACT 
DateCollected:  2010-09-20 
Latitude:   -35.3 
Longitude:   149.1 
CoordinatePrecision:  10m 
CoordinateMethod:  Yahoo! Maps 
TypeStatus:   None 
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Records from specimens 

ScientificName:  Derwentia derwentiana 
Family:   Scrophulariaceae 
Locality:   0.4 km E of Coryah Gap... 
State:   NSW 
DateCollected:  1998-12-12 
Latitude:   -30.3 
Longitude:   150.1 
CoordinatePrecision:  200m 
CoordinateMethod:  Paper map 
TypeStatus:   None 
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Records from specimens 

ScientificName:  Imbophorus pallidus 
Family:   Pterophoridae 
Locality:   Stirling Range 
State:   WA 
DateCollected:  1963-09-15 
Latitude:   -34.3 
Longitude:   118.0 
CoordinatePrecision:  10000 
CoordinateMethod:  Google Earth 
TypeStatus:   Paratypus 
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170,000+ species pages 
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170,000+ species pages 



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

Names and classifications: 
Integrated national species lists 
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Species classification 
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Powerful mapping tools 

 

•  300+ layers for mapping and 
analysis. 
 

•  Suite of powerful mapping tools. 
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Species in your local area 
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Species in your local area 
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Regional information 
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Where is each species found? 

NT 
 
 
 
 
 

Gossypium 
sturtianum 

Sturt's Desert 
Rose 

SA 
 
 
 
 
 

Swainsona 
formosa 
Sturt Pea 

WA 
 
 
 
 
 

Anigozanthos 
manglesii 
Mangles' 

Kangaroo Paw 

TAS 
 
 
 
 
 

Eucalyptus 
globulus 

Blue Gum 

VIC 
 
 
 
 
 

Epacris impressa 
Common Heath 

NSW 
 
 
 
 
 

Telopea 
speciosissima 

Waratah 

ACT 
 
 
 
 
 

Wahlenbergia 
gloriosa 

Royal Bluebell 

QLD 
 
 
 
 
 

Vappodes 
phalaenopsis 

Cooktown Orchid 
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Environmental mapping 
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Niche modelling 
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Other species information 

 

•  Photos and images 
• Data on biological collections 
•  Identification keys (IdentifyLife) 
•  Biodiversity literature 
•  Citizen science – add sightings 
•  Volunteer involvement 



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

Species photos and images 



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

Specimen photos and data 
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Data on biological collections 
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Data on biological collections 
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Collection: Queensland Herbarium 
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Collection: Queensland Museum 
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Rich data: Identification tools 
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Rich data: Identification tools 
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Rich data: Heritage literature 
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Rich data: Heritage literature 
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Rich data: Heritage literature 
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Add a sighting 
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Citizen science 
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Volunteer involvement 
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Volunteer activity 



Sharing biodiversity knowledge to shape our future                          www.ala.org.au 

Collaborative taxonomy 
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ALA and user communities 
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Adoption of ALA by users  

Web visits per week July 2010 to September 2011 

Mangroves of the Kimberley Coast: ecological 
patterns in a tropical coast setting - paper 
referencing data accessed through ALA 

ALA tools and services  adopted 
for Great Eastern Ranges 

restoration corridor activities 

ALA mentoring activity 
with Indian Biodiversity 

Information Facility 



The Atlas of Living Australia Team – or some of it! 



The Atlas is funded by the  
Australian Government under the 
National Collaborative Research 

Infrastructure Strategy 
and further supported by the  

Super Science Initiative of the 
Education Investment Fund 

The Atlas of Living Australia Participants 

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Faunal Collections (CHAFC) 

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Entomological Collections (CHAEC)  

The Council of Heads of Australasian 
Collections of Microorganisms (CHACM)  

The Council of Australasian Museum 
Directors (CAMD)  


