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Atlas of Living Australia 

•  Australian Government: $38.2M (2006-2012) 
•  ALA partner in-kind contributions: $26.5M 
•  Mission 

–  To develop an authoritative, freely accessible, distributed 
and federated biodiversity data management system  

•  Participants: 

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Faunal Collections (CHAFC) 

The Council of Heads of Australian 
Entomological Collections (CHAEC)  

The Council of Heads of Australasian 
Collections of Microorganisms (CHACM)  

The Council of Australasian Museum 
Directors (CAMD)  
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Building on the work of others 
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User needs analysis 

•  Key user tasks 
–  Species distribution analysis 
–  Species identification 
–  Site assessment 
–  Habitat management planning 
–  Managing reference databases 
–  Public education 
–  Synecology / food-web analysis 
–  Biosecurity 

•  Major interests 
–  Resolving scientific names 
–  Integrating amateur observations 
–  Issues around sensitive data 
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Participant roadmaps 

•  Review participant situation and 
priorities 
–  Variation and common features 
–  Existing data sets 
–  Problems around digitisation 
–  Research interests 

•  Plan involvement in ALA 
–  Data integration 
–  Digitisation activity 
–  Special projects 
–  Branding 
–  Data licensing 
–  Outreach and education 
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National species lists 
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Collection data management 
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Volunteer involvement 
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Geospatial Data Management 
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Rich Data: Images 
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Rich Data: Literature 
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Rich Data: Identification tools 
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Species pages 
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Regional summaries 
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Citizen science 
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ALA and user communities 
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Adoption of ALA by users  

Web visits per week July 2010 to September 2011 

Mangroves of the Kimberley Coast: ecological 
patterns in a tropical ria coast setting - paper 

referencing data accessed through ALA 

ALA tools and services  adopted 
for Great Eastern Ranges 

restoration corridor activities 

ALA mentoring activity 
with Indian Biodiversity 

Information Facility 
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