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Atlas Tools 

Data Capture Getting data into the system 

Data 
Visualisation 

Viewing data in different ways 

Data 
Discovery 

Finding, navigating, & filtering data 

Export 
Data 

Data Analysis 
Combining data sets & applying tools 
& methods to interpret meaning & 
relationships in the data 



Atlas Tools – Data Capture 

Data Capture 

Data 
Discovery 

Data 
Visualisation 

Data Analysis 

Direct Data Uploads 

ALA Citizen Science + Mobile FieldData Portals + Mobile 

Volunteer Portal 

FieldData Portals + Mobile ALA Citizen Science + Mobile 



Tools for a Community Need 

• Obvious need to support 
community efforts in biological 
data collection  

− Huge interest & capacity to 
collect quality data by NRM 
sector, non-professional 
scientists, NGO’s, community 
groups & public 

− Participation  ownership & 

interest in science & nature 

 

• Mobilisation of large community-
based data holdings 

− Research opportunities 

− Natural assets management 

 

• Found that they are seeking more 
comprehensive data collection 
capabilities. 

 



Improved Support for Citizen Science 

Links to 
project site & 
mobile apps 

New projects 
on ALA 

fieldCapture 

Search & Sort 
Project 

registration – 
any projects 

 Common place for people 
wanting to get involved to 
find and connect with 
communities of interest 

 A place for you to 
promote your CS project 
to people in your area or 
area of interest 

 Tools support to set up a 
CS project 



MERIT – activity based reporting 

 



MERIT – Foundation concepts 

 



MERIT – Foundation concepts 

 

projects 

activities 

sites 



MERIT – Foundation concepts 

 sites Activity 
form 



FieldCapture / MERIT Enhancements 

Dynamic 
dashboard 
showing 
aggregated 
activity output 
data. 

 

Trends over 
time of selected 
parameters 

 

Searchable 
showcase of 
project stories / 
outcomes 

 

Enhanced filters 

 

Printable project 
summaries 

 

+++++ 

 

 



FieldCapture / MERIT Enhancements 

Images.ala.org.au Spatial.ala.org.au 

Stronger integration with other Atlas features: 

Citizenscience.ala.org.au 

BowerBird.org.au 

Lists.ala.org.au 

Collections.ala.org.au 

identifylife.org.au 

Sandbox.ala.org.au 



GER Data Portal  

Biodiversity Projects 



Temporal analysis 
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Landuse & management - Documented
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Example Timeline for Interpretation of 

Relationships between Site condition, Intervention activities, & Landuse.

a Significant eventAssessment activityFunded works

benchmarks 

Overlay 

biodiversity data  

deep analysis of 

drivers of changes 

in biodiversity at 

local & landscape 

scales. 



Current CS tools  

OzAtlas 
app 

ALA add 
sighting 

BDRS – 50+ portals 

BDRS 

mobile 

Crowd-
sourced 

verification 

Occurrence data only 

 

Problems: 

 Independent disconnected 
systems and data flows 

 Incomplete coverage of use 
cases 

 Confused user experience 

Aggregated 
views 



Future CS tools – integrated capabilities 

OzAtlas 
app 

ALA add 
sighting 

Verified records 

Crowd-sourced 
verification Non-verified records 

FieldCapture 

FieldCapture 

mobile 

Aggregated 
views 

 Gaps in data coverage 
more easily identified 

 Improved understanding 
of drivers of biodiversity 
change 

 Validation of intervention 
actions 

 ++++++ 

 Improved user experience 

 Streamlined data flows 

 Better coverage of use cases 

 Improved data quality and quantity 



The Atlas of Living Australia Team – or some of it… 

Thank you 
 

www.ala.org.au 
 

 

Peter Brenton 

peter.brenton@csiro.au 

02 6246 5813 
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