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What 

 

• Provide concise guides for using the ALA and deliver 
training 

 

• Provide ALA specific educational resources that align 
with the Australian Curriculum 

 

• Make clear links between the ALA and other 
educational resources and education providers 

 

 

 



How-to guides 

• E-learning guides showing how to use the ALA 



How-to guides? 

Including, but not limited to… 

• How to log a sighting 

 

• How to find what species are in your area 

 

• How to find information about a particular species 
and where it can be found 

 

• How to compare the distributions of species 

 

• How to overlap species distributions with 
environmental layers 

 



Australian Curriculum 

   The Australian Curriculum: Science is based on three interrelated elements: 
 

 

– Science Understanding (SU) 

• Conceptual understanding/Theories and applications in: 

– Biological sciences 

– Chemical sciences 

– Earth & Space sciences 

– Physical sciences 

    -  Science as a Human Endeavour (SHE) 

– Nature & development of science 

– Use & influence of science 
  

– Science Inquiry Skills (SIS) 

– Questioning & Predicting 

– Planning & Conducting 

– Processing & analysing data & information 

– Evaluating 

– Communicating 
–   

 



Curriculum cont.... 

Year 1 

Science Understanding 

• Living things have a variety of external features 

• Living things live in different places where their needs are met 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

• Science involves exploring and observing the world using the senses 

Science Inquiry Skills 

• Respond to questions about familiar objects and events 

• Explore and make observations by using the senses  

• Engage in discussions about observations and use methods such as 
drawing to represent ideas  

• Share observations and ideas 

 

 



Atlas specific materials 

• Year 1 students 
could be looking 
at similarities and 
differences 
between familiar 
birds using 
species 
information 

• They could go on 
to log sightings 
from the 
schoolyard with 
teacher  



Atlas specific materials 



ALA in high school  

 
• Dr Ann Cleary – Merici College 

 

• Year 12 – Biology class plotted 
maps to look at species within 
1km of the school and then within 
a nearby reserve.  

 

• Giving teachers the skills and 
understanding of the ALA so they 
can provide students with relevant 
local work samples that fit in with 
their assessment tasks and 
particular curriculum requirements 

 

 



ALA links with other programs 

• Scientists and 
Mathematicians in 
schools (SMiS) 

• Existing partnerships 
where there is scope to 
enhance the experience 
by using the ALA 

• Target future 
partnerships by training 
SMiS Project Officers 



Other program links…. 

• One school in NT is 
looking at the diversity 
of plants in their local 
area and sharing bio-
cultural knowledge 

• One school in north 
Queensland is 
monitoring seagrass 
habitats with a scientist 

 



Links with other resources  

• Museums have a lot of 
student educational 
resources linked to visits 

 

• Bugs Alive follow-up 
activity has students 
finding and classifying 
insects. Links could be 
made to ALA to get the 
sightings logged, look at 
the distributions etc.  

 



In summary…. 

 

• Improve accessibility of the ALA by providing 
effective e-learning modules 

 

• Raise profile of ALA and increase citizen science 
contributions to the ALA 

 

• Work with teachers/citizen scientists/other ALA 
users to determine usage/needs/limitations 
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ALA in high school 

•Ecosystems are diverse, composed of varied habitats and can be described in terms of 

their component species, species interactions and the abiotic factors that make up the 

environment  

•In addition to biotic factors, abiotic factors including climate and substrate can be used to 

describe and classify environments  

•Human activities (for example, over-exploitation, habitat destruction, monocultures, 

pollution) can reduce biodiversity and can impact on the magnitude, duration and speed 

of ecosystem change  

•Models of ecosystem interactions (for example, food webs, successional models) can be 

used to predict the impact of change and are based on interpretation of and extrapolation 

from sample data (for example, data derived from ecosystem surveying techniques); 

the reliability of the model is determined by the representativeness of the 

sampling (ACSBL029) 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Model
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Model
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Ecological%20survey%20techniques
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Reliability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Model

