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Reef Life Survey (RLS) have visited 2500+ coral and rocky reef sites 

around the world and have conducted approximately 6000 surveys 

across those sites. Dive surveys can be repeated in one location at 

different times and every survey is conducted at a nominal ‘site’.

During a dive survey observations are recorded of each

• vertebrate species abundance and biomass, and 

• invertebrate species abundance.
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A subset of RLS data is in the ALA











Australian Ocean Data Network

A ‘one-stop-shop’ for Australian 

Marine data’

User Stories for RLS data pilot study

1) Show me what vertebrate and invertebrate species were 

found at this site 

2) Show me all of the sites that were surveyed and the 

presence/absence of a particular species at each of those 

sites.



Select the RLS Survey Data or RLS Species Data views. Survey Data 

supports User Story 1, Species Data supports User Story 2.

IMOS Ocean Portal http://imos.aodn.org.au



Survey Data ‘style view’ with the key to the map symbols in the left 

panel. 
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Survey Data ‘style view’ with the key to the map symbols in the left 

panel. 

‘subset view’ with spatial subset options displayed in the left 

panel. 
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Species Data ‘style view’ with the key to symbols in the left panel

RLS Species data



Species Data ‘style view’ with the key to symbols in the left panel

Species Data ‘subset view’ with spatial subset options

Step 3 – download a csv file with subsetted data 

RLS Species data



Next steps

• Load all RLS data into database

• Configure layers

• Publish!

• RLS data seen as a pilot study: 
replicate the process for 
acoustic detection data 

(>50 million detections)



IMOS portal http://imos.aodn.org.au
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