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Inspiring Australia Field Guide apps project 
Australia’s major natural history museums working together to  

make a field guide app for every state and territory in Australia 

 

• Introduce the project 

and results 

• Interaction with ALA 

including gaps 
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85,000+ downloads 
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Inspiring Australia, Unlocking Australia’s Potential 
project deliverables 
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• Six new free apps, for 

States and Territories around 

Australia, plus existing 

Victorian guide re-released 

• Android and Apple devices 

• Free 



Inspiring Australia, Unlocking Australia’s Potential 
project planning 

•Port code to Android 

•Develop species master list 

200 new species from each 

partner 

Check species names against 

ALA 

Deliver completed species 

profile data back to ALA 

•Develop data repository to 

collate content 

•Preload taxonomic data, 

conservation status from ALA 

•Download map data and 

prepare maps 

•Code new app features 

•Compile and release each 

new app in two platforms 

Partner museums write 

content, collect images and 

clear licenses 

Edit, proof, check, confirm 







Victorian Guide rereleased plus… 
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Scientific illustration and John Gould’s images 



Gould birds 



Gould mammals 



Apple App Store 



Tasmania 



Northern Territory 

Article in the Centralian Advocate, Friday 2 May 2014. Image shows 

Minister for Arts and Museums, Matt Conlan 



Queensland 



Victoria 

Apps presented at Smart Bar at Melbourne Museum. Photo: Jon Augier 



South Australia 

Some of the contributors from the South Australian Museum(roughly from 

left) David Muirhead, Thierry Laperousaz, James Smith, Mark 

Hutchinson, Philippa Horton, Mike Moore, Cath Kemper, Alexis Tindall, 

Tony Robinson, David Stemmer, Peter Hunt and Archie McArthur 



Western Australia 



Download stats so far 



And most 
popular award 
goes to… 

First fortnight Latest Three Day Set 
1 Rainbow Bee-eater Rainbow Bee-eater 
2 Australian Hobby Australian Hobby 
3 Salt-water Crocodile Tiger Snake 
4 Blue-faced Honeyeater Australian Raven 
5 Australian Magpie Australian Magpie 
6 Wedge-tailed Eagle Barking Owl 
7 Tiger Snake Galah 
8 Eastern Brown Snake Superb Fairy-wren 
9 Cat Wedge-tailed Eagle 
10 Carpet Python Carpet Python 

11 Assassin Bug Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
12 Short-beaked Echidna Laughing Kookaburra 
13 Barking Owl Cat 
14 Dingo Brown Falcon 

15 Common Eastern Froglet Eastern Brown Snake 
16 Redback Spider Southern Boobook 

17 Black-shouldered Kite Short-beaked Echidna 
18 Tawny Frogmouth Grey Butcherbird 
19 Superb Fairy-wren Redback Spider 
20 Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Dingo 



Best of its type. Best app on my phone. Thank 

you very much to the people who made it. (Vic) 
 

Great for family use (Qld) 
 

Awesome!!!! (NT) 
 

Nerdtastic resource :) I had known about the 

museum victoria app, but so glad to see one for 

SA. I'm in schools doing science incursions all 

the time in SA, trust me I'll be spreading the word 

about this resource. (SA) 

 

Great for birders, educators, kids, interested 

travellers, locals. (SA) 

 

What an amazing gift. Over 600 species! Great 

detail of info, images and superb layout/design. I 

expected a few animals, but to cover even thing 

like marine in/vertebrates, these guys have really 

outdone themselves! And even audio on frogs!! 

So excited about that. I hope it continues to grow 

and develop. I’ve paid a lot for field guide apps 

and would gladly pay a lot for this! (NT) 

 
 

 

 



ALA gaps – species names 

Species was not found in NSL/ALA 

LSID in NSL changed – a disaster! 



Map gaps 



Other map issues 



Where to from here? 

Species profile text imported back into 
ALA 

Auckland Museum app – Maori names 

Sightings functions  

Open source code update 

Support for smaller organisations 



Apps development team at Museum Victoria 



Thanks 

museumvictoria.com.au/national-apps 


