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• >280,000 collection based images 

– Specimens 

– Herbarium sheets 

– Whole drawer images 

– Type specimens 

– Skulls 

• ?Coming soon 

– X-rays 

– 3D images 

– CT/MicroCT Scans 

– SEM’s of parts 

– Morphological characters 

 

 

Collection Based Images 



• Collection Explorer 

– Search images by taxon/collection/sex/type status … 

• Imaging Tools 

– Zooming and panning capability for high res images 

– Manage, annotate, tag images,  

– Download images 

– Create sub-images,  

– Create and export image albums.    

• Workflow 

– Better processes for collections to import images into 
the Atlas 

• Almost there … 

 

 

Collection Based Images 



Collection Based Images 

http://130.220.208.64:8080/specimenbrowser/view/view/0b5a4fb9-5b4c-4f7a-b56d-6cd7878f8d9d?title=Castiarina%20williamsi&recordId=2fe75c46-a300-4433-acc7-d5e29de2b129


Collection Based Images 
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Collection Based Images 



Collection Based Images 

http://images.ala.org.au/image/details/4851033


Ludwig Leichhardt 

 

23 October 1813 - c.1848 

 

Prussian explorer and  

naturalist  

 

Most famous for his 
exploration of northern and 
central Australia. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia










• Bringing the tools together 

– Seamless integration 

– Improved ability to import images 

• Going out to stakeholders for feedback 

• Other types of media files 

– Sound, video, pdf 

 

 

 

 

Where to next 



• Will allow examination of specimens from anywhere 

• Create a distributed virtual museum for Australia 

• “Remote” curation 

• Supports identification 

– Particularly with expert annotation 

• Capture of morphological information from images 

– Expert 

– Volunteer/crowd-sourcing 

– Machine 

 

 

 

What it does 



Computer Vision Meets Big Data 

 

• High resolution image 
libraries will enable novel 
solutions to quickly extract, 
analyse and share rich 
information to support 
biodiversity discovery, 
species identification, 
quarantine control, and 
unlocking the value of big 
data in our biological 
collections. 



The Atlas of Living Australia Team – or some of it… 

Thank you 

 


