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We come from Ngukurr, SE Arnhem Land



Wuyagiba

Language groups around Ngukurr



Ahlarrgun



South East Arnhem Land 
Indigenous Protected Area



Habitats and threatened species



Our ALA project 2014-2016
• Working on the website sharing Aboriginal knowledge of 

plants and animals and showing how we can work two-ways

• We doing bush trips/ Culture Camps

• Cross-cultural knowledge recording

• Video, cameras, CyberTracker, tracking skills

• We work in a very remote area where not many scientists 
work…but we’re working there! We are the scientists!



Re-connecting with and protecting 

traditional food , Cheeky yam

Working with elders and young people to learn about Country



Betty and Marianne Roberts talking about Duymanji



Animal surveys using different traps



Burut burut (Common Rock Rat)



Wambarrarda (Rock Wallaby)



Djijurk (Agile Wallaby)



Djirrmaga (Echidna)



Gujarni (Possum)



Multi-lingual names

Traditional Marra Name:

Burut burut

Common Name:

Red-cheeked Dunnart

Species Name in Latin:

Sminthopsis virginae

Looking for new species, work with Craig Moritz

SE Arnhem 

Land sites 

surveyed 

since 2014

Working together to find all the language names

Ens et al. (submitted) Putting Indigenous Policy into practice delivers biodiversity and cultural benefits Environmental Conservation



Bush Medicines and bush Foods 

Yarlbun
(Lily seeds)



Jupi (black currant)

Ngurrudin (Bush banana)

Dilan (Brachychiton root)



Teaching others about bush medicines

Ngukurr community festival

National Science Week, Sydney



Adding data to ALA website



Map of our ALA species records



Blogs on the Atlas of Living Australia website





Making a SE 
Arnhem Land 
IPA Plant and 
Animal book

• 130 pages so far

• 10 languages – 8 
Aboriginal, 2 English

• Birds, Mammals, 
Reptiles, Plants



SE Arnhem Land IPA profile pages
• Putting more of our language and knowledge into the ALA



Thankyou!


