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The Problems

•  Every Indigenous community has enormous collections of tangible and 
intangible cultural material collected over the long periods of colonialism  
held in archives, museums, libraries and online databases.  

•  Significant information about these collections, including individual and 
community names, is missing.

•  Indigenous peoples and communities are largely not the legal rights 
holders. 

•  Vast amounts of copyright material as well as public domain material is 
being digitized and circulated. Copyright (specific uses and permissions) 
and Public Domain (any uses and no permissions) materials create 
specific problems for Indigenous communities.

•  Issues of ownership, as well as the incomplete and significant mistakes in 
the metadata, continue into the digital lives of this material.



Who owns these 
collections?  
 
1. Role of copyright as a tool 
of colonial dispossession of 
knowledge

2. Social and legal 
entitlements of authorship 
feed into institutional 
organization

3. Colonial logics of exclusion 
and erasure perpetuated in 
transition to the digital





alternative licensing and labeling



















Communities Customizing TK Labels
Workshops, Localization, Negotiation



Sq’ewlets Band of the Stó:lō 
 First Nation, BC, Canada











Passamaquoddy Tribe of Pleasant Point, 
Maine and the Library of Congress





MARC record 
changes
Library of Congress | 
American Folklife Center





Implementing the TK Labels







Local Contexts TK Labels Hub 
 

 
 



 
Penobscot Nation, Maine 
Passamaquoddy Tribe of Indians, Maine 
Karuk Tribe, California 
Plateau Peoples from Spokane, Colville, Umatilla, Coeur d'Alene, 
Warm Springs and Yakama Nations, Washington 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, Michigan  
Kaw Nation, Oklahoma 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head, Massachusetts 
Tejon Tribe, California 
Sto:Lo First Nation, Canada 
Musqueam Nation, Canada 
Ziibiwing Center for Anishinabe Culture and Lifeways, Michigan 
 

 Inupiat Heritage and Language Center, Alaska
Nez Perce Tribe, Washington
Huna Heritage Foundation, Alaska

Communities 
testing the TK 
Labels



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library of Congress 
Field Museum 
Abbe Museum 
Yale Indian Papers, Yale University 
Columbia University Center for Ethnomusicology 
Washington State University 
National Museum of the American Indian 
Brooklyn Museum 
University of Maine (Orono) 
New York University 
American Philosophical Society 
San Diego Museum of Man 
 

 

Institutions we are 
working with/
thinking about 
using the TK 
Labels: 



Digital Infrastructure Futures
CSIRO/ALA, Terri Janke and Local Contexts 



Project Outcomes
Expanding Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) principles and protocols into new forms of functional use 
within digital infrastructures. 

Developing a new suite of TK Labels for environmental and ecological knowledge in collaboration with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities.

Integrating ICIP principles into the rights fields of documentation systems and metadata standards such as Dublin Core 
and Darwin Core.

Creating a new mechanism (the TK Notice) that can assist communities, researchers, citizen publics and industry interests 
in the early identification of TEK.

Delivering legal support workshops on free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) that include support for future community-
based economic opportunities to collaborate and commercially exploit TEK in culturally responsible and respetful ways. 

Contributing to an expanding and urgent international dialogue about rights and responsibilities in the use of TEK made 
available through databases and digital repositories in commercial and non-commercial contexts.


