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Indigenous Ecological Knowledge
Indigenous language names for species

The Atlas of Living Australia acknowledges Australia’s Traditional Owners and pays respect to the past and present 
Elders of the nation’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. We honour and celebrate the spiritual, cultural 
and customary connections of Traditional Owners to country and the biodiversity that forms part of that country



Language – Species Pages
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• The Species Pages give an overview of all the different types of information available in the 
ALA about a species. Names form the backbone of how ALA works.

Species names  
are shown in the 
“Names” tab

The scientific name 
is shown here

We are exploring how 
and where we can show 
Indigenous language 
names in the ALA

Other common 
names for a species 
are shown here



Language – Lists
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• The Lists tool is a way to bring together extra information about a group or list of species, 
and use it other parts of the ALA (e.g. the Tracks App).

• We are using an International Standard (Darwin Core) to also test how to include language 
names 

A spreadsheet using the Darwin 
Core Vernacular name standard 
to add language names and other 
information

We are exploring how 
and where we can show 
Indigenous language 
names in the ALA
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