
What’s In A Name? 
Key partnership projects of the ABRS and ALA

Haylee Weaver, Sue Fyfe, Zoe Knapp & Anne Fuchs 
Australian Biological Resources Study, Biodiversity Science Section, Parks Australia

ALA Science Symposium, May 2016



What is ABRS, and what does it do?

• Provides support & facilitates taxonomic 

research in Australia

– Documenting biodiversity

– Supporting taxonomic and systematic works

– Capacity-building

• Research grants & other funding

• Production of resources



How does ABRS work with ALA?

• Partnership in names

• Names come from ABRS

• Support for work comes from ALA

• New activities and collaborations



Australian Faunal Directory

• http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/online-

resources/fauna/afd/index.html

• AFD is an authoritative taxonomic database of Australian 

faunal names and other taxonomic information

• Can provide info on names, type data, references, 

distributions, ecological info, bio-codes

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/online-resources/fauna/afd/index.html




Catopsilia pomona (Fabricius, 1775)
(Lepidoptera: Pieridae)
Lemon migrant





National Species List (NSL)
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• NSL services comply with recommendations and principles for 

publishing Linked Data ie “W3C recommended best practice for 

exposing, sharing, and connecting pieces of data, information, and 

knowledge on the Semantic Web using URIs and RDF."

• RDF for on-the-fly conversion from existing databases

• Standard human and machine-readable outputs based on the 

TDWG vocabularies and Darwin Core (e.g. XML, JSON, csv)

• SPARQL to send queries and receive results

• Dereferencable URIs provide each NSL record a unique identifier -

a persistent and contestable actionable reference back to the NSL 

name or taxon object

NSL – linked open data



• Partnership ABRS, CHAH and ALA

• Platform to support collaborative online 

creation, editing, sharing, management and 

deployment of eFlora/s 

o Rapid and dynamic publication of treatments

o Collaborative and flexible 

o Increase momentum in publishing floras

o Improve access to data for authors and users 

o Reduce duplication of effort

o Governance and management of publication 

process

Australasian eFlora Project 



eFlora – integrated data sources 

NSL



eFlora prototype
Initial user testing  of workflow 
processes late 2015 (~30 herbaria reps)
Survey feedback on design 



• Our longstanding relationship with the ALA has 

allowed ABRS and the botanical and faunal 

community to ‘cross the chasm’ towards online 

creation, collection, curation, management, 

governance and delivery of authoritative 

national biodiversity data 
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