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Aim of this document  
To provide a context for the effective use of the Spatial Portal of the Atlas of Living Australia. The 

Spatial Portal is aimed at the research and environmental management communities, but anyone 

wanting to dig a little deeper into the ecology of Australia may find it educational. 

  

Figure 1. An example screen from the Spatial Portal 
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Spatial Portal Philosophy  
The Spatial Portal comes with a suite of tools to manipulate, display, import and download spatially 

referenced data.  This portal is designed to be the technical or research interface to the data held in 

the Atlas of Living Australia. It provides a rich but consequently more complex interface. The tools in 

the Spatial Portal are meant to provide an indication of the type of analyses that are enabled by 

bringing together in one place, a wide range of biological and environmental data. Assuming that 

scientists will want to use their own analytical tools, the Spatial Portal provides for extensive export 

options.   

The Spatial Portal (SP) of the Atlas of Living Australia has been designed to provide maximum 

flexibility when dealing with major spatial data elements 

¶ Species 

¶ Areas 

¶ Environmental layers 

¶ Facets (classes of a variable) 

Any or all of these elements can be combined in most tools. For example, a species can be 

constrained to a given area with an environmental or contextual layer backdrop and with colour 

coding on the points representing a facet of the mapped points. For example, records of River Red 

Gum, Eucalyptus camaldulensis, can be plotted within one ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ bioregions with mean 

annual temperature as a backdrop layer and point colouring representing the type of observation. 

 

Figure 2. A map of Red River Gum (points) iƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƻǊŜƎƛƻƴ ΨCƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ [ƻŦǘȅ .ƭƻŎƪΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ 
according to the type of observation and with mean annual temperature as a backdrop. 



6 The ALA Spatial Portal 

 

 

Spatial Portal Interface  
The Spatial Portal screen layout contains seven regions 

1. Header: Home, Dashboard, Save session, Log in 

2. Menu: Add to Map, Tools, Import, Export and Help. 

3. Layer table: All mapped items (species, areas, layers and facets) form layers in this table.  

4. Legend: Details about the highlighted layer, and capabilities to change layer characteristics 

and filter/facet. 

5. Quick links: Hints on actions that may be possible given the mapped layers. 

6. MŀǇ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ΨƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΩ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {tΦ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ from other regions on the 

page will be reflected here in the main: The SP is after all, spatial. 

7. Zoom bar: A Google zoom/pan bar wƛǘƘ Ψaȅ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ tŀƴƻǊŀƳƛƻ area-based images. 

8. Hover, scale & location: A Google scale bar, latitude and longitude of the cursor, and the 

Hover tool for displaying layer values at cursor. 

  

Figure 3. Layout of the zones of the Spatial Portal 
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Header (1)  

It is strongly recommended that you register with the Atlas of Living Australia and log in before you 

start any session. Log in enables the Atlas to prioritise work by what features are being used or not 

used. Logging in also allows you to save sessions and view a log of your activities.  

Home takes you to the Atlas home page, not the Spatial Portal home page. Note that if you leave the 

SP for another page on the ALA website, the SP will reset and you will lose your work. It is often 

handy to have two browser tabs open, one to view the SP and the other to look at other parts of the 

Atlas web site. Tabbed browsers are wonderful. 

Dashboard: Once you are logged in, you can go to the User Dashboard and browse your prior 

sessions and actions, as well as see a statistical breakdown of any functions you used in prior 

sessions. Your session details will be kept by the Atlas for approximately three months. The figure 

below shows a breakdown of my usage of SP functions. Clicking on a segment of the pie chart will 

drill down to the next level of detail. The Actions and Sessions tabs provide a date/time breakdown 

of usage of functions. 

Figure 4. The Header area of the Spatial Portal 

Figure 5. Dashboard actions in previous and current Spatial Portal sessions 








































































































































